
 

 

 

What’s the Big Idea about Marine Biology? The 
Oceans and Us 

 

This text is provided courtesy of OLogy, the American Museum of Natural History’s website for kids. 
 
We've always depended on the oceans: mostly for food, but also for 
oil, sand, and salt. We spend time at the ocean when we want to 
relax. 
 
But over the years we've taken too much out of the oceans through 
overfishing. And we've put too much in: fertilizers, pesticides, motor 
oil, and trash pollute our oceans. Modern fishing nets often catch 
animals by mistake — like dolphins — when they mean to catch 

tuna. And these nets destroy the ocean floor. 
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